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Merilyn Mohr has created a complete introduction to the art of home soapmaking - a craft that

appeals both to our sense of economy and to our sense of simple esthetics.
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Merilyn Mohr

Foreword I always feel a kind of alchemy at work when a batch of homemade soap is being made, a

process that is at once deeply primitive and highly elegant. Unlike commercial soaps of today, a bar

of handcrafted soap seems to have a character and richness of its own, and from the strange and

streaked concoction my first landlady grated into her washtub to the herbal bar I washed with this

morning, handmade soap has never failed to excite me. Soapmaking cannot help but appeal to

one's sense of frugality -- one can make a year's supply of fine quality bars for pennies each -- but

beyond the economics, this is a folk art that makes ecological sense. Handmade soap contains

nothing you do not add yourself, and the multiple additives that now find their way into both bathing

and laundry soaps can happily be avoided. My own interest in pure homemade soaps eventually led

to the formation of a small country soap-making business, which in turn led me deeper into the

history and lore of soap and which, finally, helped spawn this book ... It is my hope that this book will

move others to take up the art that has been largely lost, and in the process discover the unique



pleasures of handmade soap. Merilyn Mohr

My Mother-in-law has this book and I wanted a copy for myself. I very much disagree with the

person who said the book was not written well or well organized, It instructs you on how to make

soap. It also gives you variations, for example if you want your soap to be like that Lava soap you

add pumice or if you want scented soap or if you want to make laundry soap, shampoo. It also gives

you instructions on how to make a wooden frame to form your soap if want one (I did not use that, I

just put petroleum jelly in a 9X13 glass dish and lined it with a cotton cloth).

Great book, very informative!

Good reference book. I spent 3 months studying soap making chemistry and this one had a lot of

good tips, good tables and references for making my own formuli, and it seems to have some nice

pre-created ones as well, though I have not used any of them. I prefer to create my own recipies

with what I have on hand. But I like having a good easy to use reference book on the subject.

Following a few simple directions in this book will give you much better (and safer, no additives)

soap for your everyday needs. The beauty of the finished product is that the soaps you make are

way better than the bought stuff. Of course corporate America frowns on such behavior, but it

worked for my ancestors and it works for us.

This is a good book with good ideals and recipes. The recipes in this book are measured by cups,

Tbl spoons, etc. which is nice when you don't have a scale available.

I would recommend to someone else. it was very interesting. Well worth purchasing. it was

reasonable priced and came quickly.

Bought for my daughter in law who has not used it yet, but I thought it was easy to read with a lot of

wonderful formulas.

This gives you a good starter look at soap making, reasonable cost. Illustrations are very

informative, Well written for learners.
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